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Mission
Through an inquiry-based international education, St. Nicholas School
develops responsible, confident and caring citizens of an ever-changing
world.
By setting high academic standards and celebrating cultural diversity,
we nurture individual talents and embrace a shared passion for learning.
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LEARNER PROFILE
International Baccalaureate (IB) Learner Profile

Kn

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) aims to develop
internationally minded people who, recognizing their common
humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a
better and more peaceful world.
ledgeable
ow

I

nquirer

I explore ideas and
issues that are locally
and globally important,
to get in-depth
knowledge and develop
my understanding in
many areas.

Communicat

I develop my natural
curiosity and learn the
skills I need to inquire. I
enjoy learning and love
to learn new things.

or

I confidently and
creatively share my ideas
with others in many
ways, in more than one
language. I listen to and
work well with others.
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Thinker

I think carefully and
show initiative. I make
good decisions and I’m a
problem solver.

Principled

Open- Mi n d e d

I tell the truth and I’m
fair. I respect others,
and take responsibility
for my actions and their
consequences.

Risk-Take
r

I appreciate my own
culture and personal
history, but I listen to
and respect the ideas
and thoughts of others.
I try to look at things in
more than one way.

Caring
I have confidence to be
in new situations and
try new roles, ideas, and
strategies. I stand up for
and explain the things I
believe in.

I show that I care about
the needs and feelings
of others. I help others
and I look after the
environment.

Refle c ti v e

Bala n c e d

I think about my own
learning. I know when
I’ve done well, and when
I could improve.

I look after my mind and
my body. I try to stay
healthy and happy.
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Contact information
Laura Bayer

Head of School
lbayer@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Fletcher

Head of Early Years
jfletcher@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Fabbri / Ms. Prado

Deputy Head of Primary Years
kfabbri@stnicholas.com.br / cprado@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Gudrun Ingimundardottir
Head of Middle Years
gbjorg@stnicholas.com.br

School office: (11) 3465-9658 / (11) 9 7272-9666
middleoffice.al@stnicholas.com.br
Financial dpt: (11) 3465-9663
Everton Rodrigues - erodrigues@stnicholas.com.br
Admissions dpt: (11) 3465-9676
Nathalia Simões - nsimoes@stnicholas.com.br
Bus Children: (11) 3721-3912 / (11)3731-5930/ (11)9 9943-5699
www.buschildren.com.br
bus_children@uol.com.br
Na rua da escola - Uniforms
Moema (11) 5051-5045
Vila Olímpia (11) 3849-5751
www.naruadaescola.com.br
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Lucia Uniformes
(11) 3872-3821
(11) 3875-1075
www.luciauniformes.com.br

Contact information

Mr. Alexander Velasquez
English
avelasquez@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Ana Paula Strafacci
Arts
astrafacci@stnicholas.com.br

Mr. Benjamin McGarr
Music
bmcgarr@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Isabella Martini

Social Studies
ibaptistella@stnicholas.com.br

Mr. Leandro Coutinho
PHE
lcarvalho@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Ludmila Gladek
Science
lgladek@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Maria Moreno

Ms. Camila Miranda

Mathematics
mmoreno@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Dayane Pal

Head of PL / Middle School Counselor
rangelo@stnicholas.com.br

Drama
camiranda@stnicholas.com.br

Portuguese
dpal@stnicholas.com.br

Mr. Carlos León

Design Technology / Maths
chernandez@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Rosane de Angelo

Mr. Tiago Vidal

Design Technology
tvidal@stnicholas.com.br

Ms. Gisela Torres

Spanish
gtorres@stnicholas.com.br
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Tutors

Grade 6X - Mr. Alexander Velasquez
avelasquez@stnicholas.com.br

Grade 6Y - Ms. Isabella Martini
ibaptistella@stnicholas.com.br

Grade 7 - Ms. Ana Paula Strafacci
astrafacci@stnicholas.com.br

Grade 7 - Ms. Gisela Torres
gtorres@stnicholas.com.br

Grade 8 - Mr. Carlos León
chernandez@stnicholas.com.br

Grade 8 - Ms. Maria Moreno
mmoreno@stnicholas.com.br
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The Middle Years Programme
What is the Middle Years Programme?
The Middle Years Programme is a challenging and exciting educational
framework developed by the International Baccalaureate Organisation
(the IBO), which is designed to be student-centred while allowing students
to develop valuable skills and understandings of both big ideas as well as
concepts specific to individual academic subjects. Over 1500 schools the
world over currently offer the Middle Years Programme, which develops
international mindedness and powerful Learner Profile attributes through
a varied academic programme and meaningful learning experiences where
students are encouraged to become independent lifelong learners with a
passion for making the world a better place.
The Middle Years Programme is in alignment with the values of St Nicholas,
where we nurture the talents of each individual student, while encouraging
them to strive for academic excellence through inquiry and exploration in an
inclusive teaching and learning community.
St Nicholas Alphaville received the authorisation to offer the MYP in September
2021.

What will my child learn?
In the Middle Years Programme as developed by the IBO, students will study
subjects from 8 key areas:
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Language and Literature
Language Acquisition
Individuals and Societies
Sciences
Mathematics
Physical and Health Education
Design
Creative Arts each areas has predetermined learning objectives for the
students in each grade to meet throughout the programme, which are
coupled with conceptual and inquiry-based study of a wide range of
topics that concern both global matters as well as the students’ own
personal experiences. Each unit of inquiry is built around key themes
and concepts, which the students explore on their own terms while
building a solid foundation of factual and procedural knowledge which
they will then use to communicate their understanding.
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Does it prepare my child for further studies?
The Middle Years Programme is a direct continuation of the Primary Years
Programme, and serves to prepare the students for the rigours of the
Diploma Programme. Not only are students equipped with the academic
and procedural knowledge necessary to succeed, but they will also develop
valuable interdisciplinary skills and understandings which will serve them well
in all areas of the Diploma Programme as well as in their future studies beyond
their secondary education.
Projects such as Community Service and the Personal Project also serve to
prepare students for the core of the Diploma Programme, as well as equip
students with transferable skills that they will be able to use for both work
and study.

When and how does the Middle Years Programme conclude?
The Middle Years Programme goes from Grades 6 to 10 at St Nicholas Alphaville.
At the end of Grade 10, students can sit optional online eAssessments for
subjects such as languages (Portuguese, English, and Spanish), the sciences,
and Mathematics, but they can also choose to complete virtual ePortfolios for
subjects such as Arts and Design. These assessments are optional, but highly
encouraged, although in order to complete the programme and receive the
MYP certificate, students must complete the compulsory Personal Project in
the last year of their middle years studies.

What is the Personal Project?
The Personal Project is, as indicated by the name, a project that students
complete over a period of time, which they structure around a topic that is of
personal interest to them. Over the course of the development of the project,
students develop transferable skills and consolidate their learning across
different subjects while exploring ideas that matter to them personally. The
outcome of the Personal Project should be a tangible product or demonstrate
intangible results, which should be accompanied by a report that details the
outcome of the project and its impact according to recognised conventions
and with a complete set of references and evidence of the progress of the
project.
Students work on this project over the course of their final year in Middle School,
starting at the end of Grade 9 with a submission date towards the end of Grade
10. Each student works closely with a supervisor over the course of the entire
project, who is overseen by the Personal Project coordinator, who ensures
12

overall quality of the students’ work. The final product is evaluated internally
by the supervisor, and then submitted to the International Baccalaureate for
external moderation, which is the final step towards confirming the students’
completion of the project.

The Personal Project is mandatory for all students and a
condition for graduation from the Middle Years Programme
Where can I find out more?
You can learn more about our curriculum and teaching in our biannual
parent workshops as well as on Managebac, but for more information on the
International Baccalaureate, the Diploma Programme, or the Middle Years
Programme in general can be found on www.ibo.org (information available in
English, Spanish, and French).

Assessment in the Middle Years Programme
St. Nicholas School views assessment as an ongoing process of gathering,
analysing, reflecting and acting on evidence of student learning to inform
teaching. Assessment is everything we do to understand what students know,
understand, can do and feel, and it aims to meet the various needs of students
and their approaches to the learning process.
Assessment at St Nicholas is intended to evaluate the five essential elements
of learning: the understanding of concepts, the acquisition of knowledge,
the mastery of skills, the development of attitudes and the decision to take
responsible action.
This means that assessment in middle school can take many different shapes.
Students consolidate their learning of different topics or units through
the production of a final summative project, which can be a presentation,
a portfolio, a virtual museum, debates, or other means of showcasing the
acquisition of both knowledge and skills throughout the unit.
Over the course of each unit, students are also formatively assessed in a
number of ways in order to evaluate how well they have mastered skills or
made progress in the acquisition of knowledge. These assessments are smaller
in scope, and target specific areas of knowledge of mastery through quizzes,
discussions, draft or mock submissions, tests, writing tasks, or hands-on
activities. Formative assessments are essential means of providing feedback
to students in order to allow them to evaluate their progress, and are integral
components of the process leading up to the production of the final summative
13

assessment for each unit.
Grades for summative and most formative assessments are awarded on a scale
of 8, where each number is matched with a level descriptor that details what
students are expected to be able to demonstrate at each level. Summative
assessments in each subject are designed to assess one or more of the
objectives for each subject, which you will find in the table on the following
page.
The final achievement level for the subject at the end of the year is determined
by adding up all four grades for each objective based on the summative
assessments throughout the year, and that number is then converted to a scale
of 1 to 7 (see below). This grade is the grade that will appear in the final report
of the year, but all grades are available to parents yearlong on Managebac.
Approaches to learning

Final subject grade

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Grade boundaries

1-5

6-9

10-14

15-18

19-23

24-27

28-32

Middle school subject groups

Criteria in each subject

Language and literature

A Analysing
B Organising
C Producing text
D Using language

Language acquisi�on

A Listening
B Reading
C Speaking
D Wri�ng

Mathema�cs

A Knowing and understanding
B Inves�ga�ng pa�erns
C Communica�ng
D Applying mathema�cs in real life contexts

Sciences

A Knowing and understanding
B Inquiring and designing
C Processing and evalua�ng
D Reﬂec�ng on the impacts of science

Individuals and socie�es

A Knowing and understanding
B Inves�ga�ng
C Communica�ng
D Thinking cri�cally

Design

A Inquiring and analysing
B Developing ideas
C Crea�ng the solu�on
D Evalua�ng

Visual and performing arts

A Knowing and understanding
B Developing skills
C Thinking crea�vely
D Responding

Physical and health educa�on A Knowing and understanding
B Planning for performance
C Applying and performing
D Reﬂec�ng and improving performance
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Approaches to learning is the umbrella term used for a range of skills that
students develop over the course of their education at St Nicholas, both during
the Primary Years Programme as well as in the Middle Years Programme.
Approaches to learning are specific skills that are taught explicitly to students
as part of each unit in each subject, and they are aimed at helping students
“learn how to learn” as well as allow them to nurture personal and academic
skills they can apply later in life. Students develop these skills through learning
experiences in the classroom, and apply them in their work, which allows both
them and their teacher to evaluate their progress and report on it in the
progress reports in November and March. These skills lie at the heart of the
Middle Years programme, and they are taught and developed throughout
every subject and activity in the school.
Here below you can find the main skills clusters and categories as developed in
the Middle Years Programme.
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Communication
St Nicholas believes that strong, trusting and respectful relationships
with parents are important elements in supporting student learning. We
endeavour to provide parents with regular, proactive information about
your child’s well-being and learning. We will communicate with parents in
the following ways:

Individual and group meetings with parents
These meetings include group informational sessions in the beginning of
August and beginning of February, and two individual meetings in November
and March respectively with your child’s tutor and/or subject teachers to
discuss development and progress.

Written reports
You will receive two progress reports over the course of the year, one in
November, and one in March. These reports will contain an overall tutor
comment, a comment from each subject teacher, a grade for attitude and
effortand and progress ticks regarding the development of their students’
Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills. All progress grades will be available on
Managebac throughout the year. The end of year report, released in June, will
contain a final overall grade and comment for each subject, an evaluation of
their contribution to community service, and a student reflection.

Teacher-initiated meetings
When a teacher has a concern about your child’s learning or welfare, the
teacher will contact you and arrange an individual meeting as needed. These
meetings, should you be invited to one, play an important role in ensuring your
child’s progress and wellbeing in school, and as such should not be treated as
cause for alarm, but instead a means of working together towards suitable
solutions for your child.

Parent-initiated meetings
When concern arises on your end, you are equally invited to schedule an
appointment to see your child’s tutor. Please note that these meetings can be
scheduled via email or through the school office.
16

Managebac
Managebac is our curriculum and assessment platform in middle school. It is
the platform where teachers store the curriculum for each subject, as well as
information about assessment and resources for the students. Managebac is
also used to record behaviour incidents, both positive and negative, and record
work done as part of community service. Parents can use the platform to access
information about their child’s behaviour, as well as their curriculum overviews
and their grades for formative and summative assessments throughout the
year.
When joining the school, parents receive an invitation to log into Managebac,
and they will need to log in and set a password in order to gain access.
Managebac training sessions for parents are offered at the beginning of each
academic year, but additional sessions can be offered upon request.
https://bit.ly/3fzqXZ2

(Video tutorials on how to use Managebac)

Social media
Social media, including Facebook, WhatsApp, Instagram etc., can be a great
tool when used appropriately. However the school relies on the responsible
and ethical use of such platforms from all members of the school community.
Positive participation in the community and respectful communication with
all its members is expected in interactions that occur both face-to-face and
virtually. For that reason you are advised to not share pictures or private
information of children other than your own on social media unless you have
been given consent by the child(ren) or their parents. Kindly bear in mind
that the most effective way to address concerns is by bringing them to the
attention of the school via email or a phone call. There are unofficial Whatsapp
groups for each year group, but communication with the school should take
place exclusively via email or over the phone with the school office.
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Adaptation
The middle school years are an important stage in their development towards
adulthood, where your child will experience the rapid physical and mental
growth that accompanies puberty, as well as embark on a journey of selfdiscovery that will help them uncover their own unique identity. Even if most
changes to your child’s mood and body can be considered to be perfectly normal,
you are nevertheless encouraged to share your concerns and observations
with your child’s tutor or teachers so that everyone can work together towards
helping your child feel both safe and self-confident in life and at school. While
each child will experience these years in different ways, there are some things
that you should keep in mind in order to better understand and support your
child during this phase in their life.

Physical changes experienced by middle school students
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Rapid changes in height or weight, which may lead to students becoming
clumsier than usual as they adapt to these changes
Uneven development of fundamental motor skills (agility, balance,
strength and flexibility)
Acne and body hair may develop
Changes in sleep patterns
Sweat glands appear and develop, which may lead to body odour

Social and emotional changes experienced by middle school
students
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

More vulnerable to peer pressure
More likely to question authority, may become more argumentative
Hormonal changes may lead to mood swings
More acutely aware of what other people may think of them; a fragile
self-image
Desire to experiment with clothing, music, hobbies or friendship groups
in order to develop their identity
ncreased desire for independence

What you can do
◊ Avoid overreacting
Listen to your child, and validate their emotions if they feel upset or angry, but
avoid acting on their behalf.
◊ Avoid harsh discipline
Adults who respond with anger or sanctions make it difficult for children to
18

regulate their own emotions. Instead try to model appropriate behaviour and
encourage your child to consciously make better choices in the future.
◊ Encourage discussion
Share your feelings with your child and encourage them to share their feelings
with you. This will establish a relationship of trust, and your child will be
more likely to seek your help or the advice of another adult should they find
themselves in trouble.

The Personalised Learning Department
All students are entitled to experience high quality education enabling
them to raise their aspirations and achieve their potential. Many students
experience transitory barriers to learning and participation at some stage in
their education. However, some students have needs which are difficult to
meet exclusively by teachers. When additional collaborators are needed, the
Personalised Learning (PL) department should be involved to ensure that the
child receives access to a curriculum suited to their needs.
The Middle Years Programme at St Nicholas is designed to be inclusive of
all students, regardless of their language profile or physical, mental, or
academic needs. The school also strives to serve the variety of academic or
other strengths in the community, and so teaching and learning, as well as
assessment and the written curriculum are developed to provide a meaningful
learning experience for all students through differentiation, dialogue, and a
strong support framework. Tutors and teachers will work closely with the PL
department to establish a comprehensive profile of each student, and teachers
will work collaboratively to provide a supportive learning environment for
all students. Students may benefit from language support lessons, support
in lessons, specifically designed learning material, or adjustments made to
assessment procedures in order to ensure a fair and equitable access to the
curriculum.
As part of the philosophy of the school and the International Baccalaureate
Organization, the student is at the center of all decision-making, and
communication should therefore, as far as is possible and appropriate, include
the student in the decision-making process, and aim to support their agency
and independence as far as possible. Students should be made aware of what
learning support is provided to them and to what end, and given a voice in the
process of determining their support as appropriate according to their age and
development. Moreover, parents will be informed and communicated with on
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a regular basis, and decisions regarding learning or other support will be made
with their full involvement.

Support and counseling
Everyone has their good days and their bad days, and it is normal for middle
school students to sometimes feel sad, angry, or confused. Students are
encouraged to share their feelings and concerns with their teachers, but
there is also a comprehensive support system in place for students who may
be experiencing difficulties with their emotions, studies, or life in school in
general.
While students can approach any teacher in school that they trust, the tutors
in each year group are the ones who are responsible for looking after their
wellbeing throughout the school year. Students have a chance to meet with
their tutor and their tutor group during tutor time every morning, but tutors
are otherwise available at any point during the school day, if students need
someone to talk to.
The school also has a counselor that students can speak to or arrange to meet
with should they have any questions or concerns, or feel upset, angry, or sad.
The school counselor may be asked to work with your child and your child’s
tutor in order to develop strategies and attitudes for wellbeing and learning,
and will communicate with you directly if and when this happens.

Behaviour in school
Middle school students are the oldest students in the school, and as such they
are expected to lead by example by making an effort to behave responsibly
and respectfully towards others. Teachers and staff will recognise and reward
the positive behaviour choices your child will make, but also support them to
develop better habits when mistakes happen.
However, some behaviour is not accepted at St Nicholas, and any such behaviour
will be swiftly addressed. If your child chooses to engage in any of the types
of unacceptable behaviour listed here below, their tutor will immediately be
contacted, who will then decide together with the Head of Middle School
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whether you will be called in for a meeting. The school may also choose to
impose fair and appropriate consequences based on your child’s behaviour,
which will be designed to help them reflect on their actions and allow them
to come up with strategies to help you make better choices in the future. The
aim of these consequences will never be to punish students, but to help them
learn and become a better person. All behaviour concerns will be addressed
through conversations with the student in question, and your collaboration
and support is appreciated when it comes to providing valuable learning
opportunities following any incidents. Behaviour incidents, both positive and
negative are recorded on Managebac and made accessible to parents to view.
The following behaviour is considered unacceptable at St Nicholas Alphaville:

Language
◊
◊
◊

The use of offensive, threatening, or discriminatory language
Name-calling or use of language intended to cause hurt or humiliation
Use of non-verbal or body language intended to show disrespect or
cause offense

Abuse of perceived advantage, status, or position
◊
◊
◊
◊

Manipulation of others through social or intellectual status
Abuse of trust or authority
Creation of hierarchies (deciding that you are better or more deserving
than others for whatever reason)
Prejudice or arrogance on the basis of gender, race, physical ability,
ethnicity, nationality, religion, or language proficiency (this list is not
exhaustive)

Antisocial behaviour
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Bullying/cyberbullying (see bullying policy)
Exclusion
Taking things without permission
Spreading rumours
Disrespectful and/or challenging behaviour
Physical aggression or violence
Unwanted physical contact
Intentional damage to property or belongings, either personal or
institutional
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Behaviour that severely affects teaching and learning
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

Academic dishonesty
Failing to take responsibility for learning
Shouting out or otherwise disturbing a lesson
Apathy, lack of effort
Talking over others, not listening
Refusal to share resources

This policy applies:
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

While on the school premises
While in school uniform
While attending any school-based activity, school field trips, sports
events, etc.
To any behaviour that adversely affects the school’s reputation
To any behaviour that adversely affects the education of any student in
the school

Academic integrity
St Nicholas is committed to upholding the values of academic integrity, where
each member of the community plays a role in contributing to fair and honest
practices throughout the school. Teachers and parents must therefore assume
the responsibility of leading by example, as well as of encouraging students to
demonstrate integrity in their academic work by acknowledging sources, not
taking credit for the work of others, not fabricating information, or otherwise
engaging in dishonest practices. Further information on our philosophy can be
found in the school’s Academic Integrity Policy.

Arrival and punctuality
The school’s designated drop-off area should be used, as the parking lot is
reserved for parents who have previously set a meeting with a teacher, the
Office or the senior management team, or if their child is in Tiny Tots or Nursery.
School starts at 8am and punctuality is expected. The tutor classroom will be
open from 7:45am and your child’s tutor will be ready to welcome the students.
If students are repeatedly late without justifications, parents will be contacted
and eventually asked to come in for a meeting if latenesses persist.
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Regular attendance
It is very important that students in middle school maintain regular attendance.
The MYP programme is a challenging and fast-paced programme, and daily
attendance allows students to stay on track with their studies as well as
establish healthy routines and study habits. A request by email is required if
your child has to miss school for any reason. Families are expected to plan their
holidays, vacations, and medical appointments to abide by the school schedule.
If your child is ill and prolonged absences are foreseen, the Office should be
notified and a medical certificate forwarded.
Please note that decisions regarding whether homework and class work should
be shared with absent middle school students will be made on a case-by-case
basis.

Dismissal
Pick-up area is the same as the drop-off in front of the main gate. The pick-up
times the school are as follows:
12:00 - Tiny Tots 1, Tiny Tots 2
15:00 - Nursery, Kindergarten 1, Kindergarten 2, and Grade 1
15:15 - Grades 2 to 5
15:30 - Grades 6 and up
16:15 - ECAs finish
Students in middle school will not be supervised after dismissal, and
should therefore not remain on site unless they are participating in an paid
extracurricular activity. If, for any reason, you are late to pick up your children
for any reason, please phone the school office.
If your middle school child has younger siblings in primary school, the younger
students are expected to wait for their older siblings to finish lessons. Students
will not be allowed to leave lessons early for dismissal.

Early leaving
If your child needs to leave school earlier, a written request via email is
necessary to give the teachers time to obtain the necessary authorization from
the office and the security team at the gate. In the case of last minute changes,
please phone the school office at your earliest convenience.
Students are not allowed to leave campus without authorization from the
school office or the school nurse. Should your child feel unwell while at school,
23

they should seek the school nurse first of all, who will then contact parents.

Authorization
Your child may only leave the grounds with people that have been previously
authorized by the school. The school will send a written authorization form for
the people who regularly collect your child and request a copy of identification
for confirmation. Please note that it is the parents’ responsibility to keep
this information updated. The school also requires written permission for
any changes to leaving procedures, for example if your child is leaving with a
friend. This type of communication should be emailed to the school secretary
with enough advance notice to make arrangements and inform the security
team. Teachers do not regularly check their emails during the day, and a
teacher’s email should not be used to communicate sudden or one-off changes
to leaving procedures, so kindly refer to the office for this purpose.
Medication
If your child needs to take any kind of medication, the nurse is the only person
in school allowed to administer them at any time, without exceptions. Please
make sure that medication that needs to be administered during school hours
is included in the folder you receive at the beginning of the year and that it is
clearly labelled with:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Name and class of your child;
Dose and time of administering;
Length of treatment;
Copy of the prescription containing the physician’s name, signature and
CRM (the doctor’s registration number)

Illness
The school takes appropriate measures for disease prevention including
handwashing, ventilation, and the use of alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
However, the key factor in keeping children healthy is ensuring that they do
not attend school while feeling ill or feverish. The school requests that you
do not send your school when there is a risk of him or her infecting other
children . You are therefore asked to please keep your child at home for 24
hours after a fever has been detected. If your child runs a fever while at school,
you will be requested to collect your child. Any illnesses that may prevent
active participation in physical activities will need to be justified with a medical
certificate and must be regularly updated.
Please note that communication to parents regarding illness during the school
24

day will be carried out by the school nurse. Students are not allowed to contact
parents and request to be collected without a confirmation from the school
nurse.

Belongings
Any lost or misplaced items discovered by a member of staff will be placed
in the Lost and Found box in the Office. Students may inform a member of
staff of any missing items so that they may assist in the search, but students
are responsible for their own belongings, and the school or individual staff
members will not be held responsible for any lost or damaged possessions.
Items in the Lost and Found box will be donated to charity if they have not
been claimed within a year of them being placed there. To prevent any loss or
other inconvenience, make sure that all items are labelled.

Electronic devices
While a limited number of Chromebooks will be made available, middle school
students are encouraged to bring their own laptops to school, and there are
lockers available for storage, as well as battery charging facilities in most
classrooms.
However, students are responsible for their devices while on campus, as the
school will not be held responsible for any damage to electronic devices while
on school grounds. Students are also responsible for making sensible decisions
regarding their use outside of lessons or other organised activities, and accept
any limitations placed thereon as stipulated in the school’s electronic device
policy.

Food
The school will provide a nutritious and balanced morning snack and lunch
for all middle school students. Students are also allowed to bring in snacks,
but they should be healthy (no soft drinks or sweets) and not serve as a meal
replacement. All snacks brought into school must be nut-free.
If your child is allergic to any food items or requires a special diet, please send
a doctor’s note to the office, which will forward it to the school’s nutritionist.

ECAs
Extra Curricular Activities (ECAs) are offered for the duration of the school
year for all students from Kindergarten 1 and up, provided it is safe to do so.
Handouts with specific information (activity description, age group, time, date,
fee etc.) will be sent home to parents at the beginning of each term. The choice
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and dates of activities may vary from term to term.
Some ECAs have a limited number of spaces and will be allocated on a first
come, first served basis.

MADD (Make A Difference Day)
Make A Difference Day is held on the last Friday of each month. This event
gives the school community a chance to reflect and celebrate learning and
community action regarding specific local or global issues. Financial or other
specific contributions can be made on this day to support a specific project
or organisation previously selected and communicated by both students and
those involved in the MADD Team. Students do not need to be in uniform on
this day, except for PE lessons.

Community service
Community service is an integral part of the learning experience at St Nicholas,
and students are encouraged to engage in actions or projects that may serve
both the school as well as the wider community. While community service
is part of the middle school timetable, the projects the students develop
may on occasion require trips outside of school or attendance at events
outside of normal school hours. All such changes to the regular schedule
will be communicated to parents in advance, and risk assessment and safety
procedures will be followed as part of the school’s commitment to the safety
and wellbeing of the students. Community service is part of the curriculum
in middle school, and failure to participate or complete projects can
prevent or slow down the students’ progress throughout the Middle Years
Programme.

PSHE
PSHE, or Personal, Social, and Health Education are weekly sessions where
students will take part in discussion groups and projects that aim to prepare
them for life outside of school. Students will learn about relationships
between people, how to prepare for their future career and studies, mental
health, and some fundamental life skills that will allow them to become an
independent and empathetic teenager and later adult. These sessions include
lessons on topics such as mental health, budgeting and finance, first aid, sexual
health, and other topics that are age-appropriate and relevant to the students’
experiences.
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Bus transportation
A privately owned company offers a school bus service to and from school.
Students are expected to stay seated and buckled throughout the journey.
Respect, courtesy, and school behaviour expectations apply on the bus. For
information on how to contact the transportation company, please contact the
school office.

Visitors
Until safety conditions related to the pandemic are deemed safe, no external
visitors, including parents, are allowed on school grounds during school hours
without special permission from the school office. Parents will be informed of
any changes to these regulations via official school communication.

Birthday parties
You may send a small cake to celebrate your child’s birthday in school, provided
it is nut-free. Please communicate any plans with your child’s tutor in advance
so that he or she can fit this into the class schedule. Please note that birthdays
are an occasion for a small celebration, but not a school party. For that reason,
do not send any kind of “lembrancinhas” or presents of any kind. Please note
that until the situation in Brazil is deemed safe, any deliveries of external
catering to school is thoroughly discouraged.
The school can send out birthday party invitations for parties out of school
only when all the children in the year group are invited. No exceptions will be
made. You may request information from your child’s tutor if you need a list of
children, but telephone numbers or email addresses of other parents will not
be provided.
Arrangements for birthday parties or other social events which occur after
school are not the responsibility of the school. Teachers will facilitate by
collecting permission forms and organising children for bus transport, but all
responsibility remains completely with the organizers of such events.

Uniforms
Proper uniform is required, and it is the responsibility of parents and students
to make sure general appearance is neat and appropriate for school attendance.
All clothing articles must be labelled to facilitate the return of lost items. St
Nicholas’ uniform can be purchased at Na Rua da Escola Uniformes or at Lucia
Uniformes.
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For safety reasons, students should wear closed shoes at all times, including
PE and on school trips. High heels are not to be worn on school grounds under
circumstances.
For more information about the school uniform, please visit our website at
www.stnicholas.com.br/uniform.php

Free dress day
On MADD and other events that have been advertised as being non-uniform,
students are expected to make responsible choices in terms of attire. This may
include, but is not limited to:
◊ Taking weather conditions into account
◊ Choosing clothing in accordance with the nature of the event (whether
formal or flexible clothing is required)
◊ Not wearing clothing that may have offensive language or messages
written on it
Students who choose to wear inappropriate clothing against school advice
may be asked to stay behind for school trips, or accept consequences as per
the school’s stance on unacceptable behaviour.
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St. Nicholas School Alphaville Calendar Date
January 2022 - June 2022

January
Monday 24th - First day of term for all students

February

Monday 28th - 2nd - Carnaval breack

March
Wednesday 9th - Assessment workshop (virtual)
Monday 28th - Progress reports published
Thursday 31st - 1st - Student-led conferences (virtual)

April
Friday 15th - Good Friday (holiday)
Monday - Friday 18-22th - Easter Break

June

Friday 10th - Term 2 Learning Exhibition
Monday 13th - End of year reports published
Wednesday 15th - Last day of term all students / Parent
meetings in middle school
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Curriculum Overviews for Grades 6-8
Grade 6 - Unit 3 - Portuguese
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

É a sua Opinião ou um Fato? - Notícias
Ideology is a matter of point of view on one’s relationship with the environment
Critical thinking skills
◊

Recognise unstated assumptions and bias

◊

Consider ideas from multiple perspectives

◊

Identify obstacles and challenges

a.

The differences between fact and opinion

b.

The differences between fiction and news (chronicle)

c.

The narrator and its possibility of expressing a variety of perspectives and consequently cultural realities

d.

Reflect on the positive and negative effects of the technology development in our
society as well as sustainability (tug of war)

e.

Sentence structure (SVO)

f.

Regular verbs: indicative mode to express facts, inflection and tenses

g.

A piece of news structure (inverted pyramid): headline, lead (who, where, when,
what) and news body

C - Producing text
D - Using language

Grade 6 - Unit 3 - Portuguese
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:

Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Como Podemos Defender nossos Direitos pela Escrita? Consciência Consumidor
The structure of the market will depend on the context in which society lives in and consumers need to take action to protect themselves by understanding the connections between society and government.
Collaboration skills
◊

Use social media networks appropriately to build and develop relationships

◊

Encourage others to contribute

◊

Give and receive meaningful feedback

a.

Understanding the consumer’s code for teenagers

b.

Letter of complaint

c.

Reading product labels in order to find the channels of communication with the
companies

d.

How to better communicate with institutions and companies digitally

e.

Which government agencies can protect us as citizens and consumers from the
abuse of companies in terms of pricing

f.

What a paragraph is

g.

Cohesion between paragraphs

h.

Discursive connectors

i.

Conjunction, adverb, preposition as connectors of different parts of speech

j.

Orthography: the usage of S, SS and Z

C - Producing text
D - Using language
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Grade 6 - Unit 5 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Data management
Being able to represent relationships effectively can help justify characteristics and
trends uncovered in communities.
Communication skills
◊

Organize and interpret data using both analogue and digital tools.

Social/Collaboration skills :
◊

Delegate and share responsibility for decision-making; help others to succeed ;take
responsibility for one’s own actions

Self-Management/ Organization skills:
◊

Plan short- and long-term assignments; meet deadlines

Social/Information literacy skills:
◊

Collect, record and verify data ; Access information to be informed and inform others ; Make connections between various sources of information

Critical thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Gather and organize relevant information to formulate an argument ; Draw reasonable conclusions and generalizations

a.

Data collection, classification, tabulation and representation

b.

Differentiate between types of data

c.

Pictograms, bar charts, line graphs, pie charts and histograms

d.

Best fit to represent data

e.

Reading, interpreting and drawing conclusions from primary and secondary
sources of data

f.

Mathematical strategies to solve problems involving statistics

A - Knowing and understanding
C - Communicating

Grade 6 - Unit 6 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Fractions: Human connections
Using logic to simplify and manipulate quantities can help us explore human connections
within families, communities and cultures.
Communication skills
◊

Give and receive meaningful feedback

Critical thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Draw reasonable conclusions and generalizations

a.

Representing and comparing fractions in different forms

b.

Simplifying different forms of fractions

c.

Using the four number operations with fractions

d.

Applying mathematical strategies to solve problems involving fractions

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Investigating patterns
C - Communicating
D - Applying mathematics in real-life contexts
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Grade 6 - Unit 8 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Perimeter area and volume
Generalizing the relationship between measurements can influence decisions that impact the environment.
Organisation skills
◊

Plan short- and long-term assignments; meet deadlines

◊

Bring necessary equipment and supplies to class

Reflection skills:
◊

Consider ethical, cultural and environmental implications

Creative thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Design improvements to existing buildings, designs and measurements

a.

Definition of Measurement. Make accurate measurements.

b.

Changing Units of measurement (length, weight, volume) in the Metric System

c.

Find perimeters of shapes, including where some lengths must be deduced.

d.

Find the area of a quadrilateral using the correct formula (rectangles, triangles,
parallelograms, and trapezoids).

e.

Find the area of compound shapes involving triangles and rectangles by adding or
subtracting areas.

f.

Relationship between the area and the perimeter of 2D shapes

g.

Surface area and volume of 3D shapes

B - Investigating patterns
D - Applying mathematics in real-life contexts

Grade 6 - Unit 3 - Science
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Motion
Knowing our position in space and time helps us to understand our place in the world.
Organisation skills
◊

Manage time and tasks effectively

a.

Units of distance and speed

b.

Speed

c.

Acceleration

d.

Motion graphs

B - Inquiring and designing
C - Processing and evaluating
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Grade 6 - Unit 4 - Science
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Cells
Discoveries made using new techniques can change our understanding of the natural
world.
Creative thinking skills
◊

Make guesses, ask “what if” questions and generate testable hypotheses

a.

Characteristics / structures / components

b.

Organisms made up of cells

c.

Unicellular organisms

d.

Function of the cell membrane

e.

Osmosis

f.

How to use a microscope

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Inquiring and designing
D - Reflecting on the impacts of science

Grade 6 - Unit 5 - Science
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Waves and sounds
The waves that we see and hear help to form our relationship with the outside world.
Creative thinking skills
◊

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Use brainstorming and visual diagrams to generate new ideas and inquiries

Types of waves:
a.

Transverse waves

b.

Electromagnetic waves

c.

Longitudinal waves

d.

Wave behaviours

e.

Interference

f.

Amplitude / Frequency

g.

Time period / wavelength

h.

Sound measurement

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Inquiring and designing
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Grade 6 - Unit 4 - Design
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Electric cars and the sustainable future
Recyclable materials are used in electronic systems to mitigate environmental impacts.
Communication skills
◊

Take effective notes in class

Creative thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Design improvements to existing machines, media and technologies

◊

Create original works and ideas; use existing works and ideas in new ways

a.

Elements of an electrical circuit: wires, resistors, switches, generators and consumers

b.

Identify the different circuits: series, parallel and mixed;

c.

Assemble electrical circuits in series;

d.

Assemble electrical circuits in parallel;

e.

Assemble mixed electrical circuits.

f.

Systems development

g.

Communication development

A - Inquiring and analysing
B - Developing ideas
C - Creating the solution
D - Evaluating

Grade 6 - Unit 5 - Design
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

The message behind the image
Video games are systems that may use forms to communicate ideas and to observe how
new worlds can be made in a computer.
◊

Bitmap manipulation with a purpose.

◊

Computer science basic structures

a.

data analysis
•

b.
•
c.

understanding the nature of digital images
pixel, selection of bit, copy, cut and clone.

•
d.

modification de bit maps
shapes, outline, fill, texture.

•

control

•

Input, process and output

•
e.

Assessment criteria:

Understanding data and creating graphs
bit maps

Conditions
logical operators (=, <, >)

•

selection structures (if, if-else)

•

Repetition structures (for, while)

A - Inquiring and analysing
B - Developing ideas
C - Creating the solution
D - Evaluating
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Grade 6 - Unit 3 - PHE
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

International sports
Understanding a country’s culture and environment will lead to a better understanding
of what sports they play.
Information literacy skills:
◊

Access information to be informed and inform others

◊

Make connections between various sources of information

◊

Present information in a variety of formats and platforms

a.

Learn about sports played in other countries and why they are played

b.

Experiment sports from different countries and try to adapt to our reality

c.

Research and present sports from a predetermined continent

d.

Understand that different aspects can affect the sport a country plays, aspects
like, environment, space, culture, religion.

e.

Perform sports from different cultures adapting to our reality when necessary.

A - Knowing and understanding
C - Applying and performing

Grade 6 - Unit 4 - PHE
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Invasion games
Through meaningful cooperation and communication it is possible to be a successful
member of a team.
Communication skills:
◊

Use a variety of speaking techniques to communicate with a variety of audiences

◊

Collaborate with peers and experts using a variety of digital environments and
media

Collaboration skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Practise empathy

◊

Manage and resolve conflict and work collaboratively in teams

◊

Exercise leadership and take on a variety of roles within groups

a.

Learn how communication can be a key factor for a good performance

b.

Learn how should the communication between team member have to be

c.

Learn how to use different types of communication during a game

d.

Learn and understand that occupying the right space in the court will lead to a
more successful performance

C - Applying and performing
D - Reflecting and improving performanc
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Grade 7 - Unit 3 - Portuguese
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

O meio pode modificar a expressão do homem.
Literary language represents connections among people and institutions by exploring
different themes.
Critical thinking skills:
◊

Practise observing carefully in order to recognise problems

◊

Evaluate evidence and arguments

a.

How does a novel work?

b.

Time

c.

Space

d.

Evaluating conflict

e.

How can social inequalities be registered in a novel?

f.

Connections that can be made between the time and context of the novel and
nowadays life

g.

Descriptive language - adjectives, nouns and adverbs

h.

Figures of Speech

i.

Multimodality - thinking routines verbal texts and images

j.

Orthography: words with h in Portuguese

k.

Cohesion and coherence

A - Analysing
B - Organising
C - Producing text

Grade 7 - Unit 4 - Portuguese
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Quem estava descobrindo?
Personal living experiences reflect the intentions of one’s message and in the way cultures are described as well as understood.
Critical thinking skills:
◊

Gather and organize relevant information to formulate an argument

a.

How to Identify and build the narrator’s profile

b.

How to Describe space in the narrative and life experiences with the usage of
adjectives and adverbs to highlight what will reach readers attention

c.

Identifying how the author expresses his/her viewpoint and way to feel the experiences according to his/her own social profile

d.

The differences between narration and description in this genre.

e.

Verbs: past tenses for regular and irregular verbs

f.

Denotation and connotation in the narrative

g.

The meaning of discovery for the context of the Pero Vaz de Caminha Letter to
the Portuguese King

h.

Subjective in the narrative vs. objective: possessive and personal pronouns

i.

Albert Eckhout, Jean-Baptiste Debret and Johann Moritz Rugendas: european
painters and the representation of the “new world”

A - Analysing
B - Organising
C - Producing text

36

Grade 7 - Unit 5 - Portuguese
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Para quem o mundo foi formatado?
Creativity leads to new forms of adapting the world to multiple realities and their point
of views.
Collaboration skills:
◊

Practise empathy

◊

Help others to succeed

◊

Advocate for one’s own rights and needs

a.

Types of disabilities: blindness, deaf, wheelchaired and other physical disabilities.

b.

Cognitive disorder: autism/Asperger, ADHD, dyslexia

c.

Communication and adaptations: audio-description as a genre, sign language and
braille

d.

Mystery narrative (translated book) - The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime (O Estranho Caso do Cachorro Morto)

e.

How to cause expectation and create complex characters in order to connect the
reader

f.

How to identify and create the climax in the story

g.

The appropriate and inappropriate vocabulary to disability - diachronic view

h.

Public spaces and necessary adaptations for a democratic transit of people

i.

Integration, Inclusion and exclusion

j.

Types of subject, verb order and its complements

A - Analysing
C - Producing text
D - Using language

Grade 7 - Unit 4 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Equations and inequalities
Producing equivalent forms through simplification can help to clarify, solve and create
puzzles and tricks.
Communication skills:
◊

Make inferences and draw conclusions

Creative thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products or processes

a.

Equations with integers

b.

Equations with fractions

c.

equations with unknowns on both sides

d.

Representing inequalities on the number line

e.

Solving inequalities

f.

Word problems

C - Communicating
D - Applying mathematics in real-life
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Grade 7 - Unit 5 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Nets, surface area, and volumes
Generalizing relationships between measurements can help explore the formation of human and natural landscapes.
Communication skills:
◊

Make effective summary notes for studying

Transfer skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Apply skills and knowledge in unfamiliar situations.

a.

Rounding numbers

b.

Units conversions between SI and metric systems

c.

Nets of 3D Shapes

d.

Surface Area of Prisms (Pentagonal, Hexagonal, Octagonal, etc.)

e.

Cross-Section of a Prism

f.

Volume of a 3D shape

g.

Circumference and circle

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Investigating patterns
D- Applying mathematics in real-life contexts

Grade 7 - Unit 6 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Rates
Establishing relationships of equivalence between measurements illustrates the interconnectedness of human-made systems.
Critical thinking skills:
◊

Draw reasonable conclusions and generalizations

Creative thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Make guesses, ask “what if” questions and generate testable hypotheses

a.

Rate definition

b.

Unit rate_ solving problems involving unit rate

c.

Best buy price

d.

Exchange rate -Currency

e.

Simple and Compound interest basic problems

f.

Calculating taxes

A - Knowing and understanding
C - Communicating
D- Applying mathematics in real-life contexts
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Grade 7 - Unit 7 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Univariate data
Different forms of representation can help justify conclusions regarding access to equal
opportunities.
Social/Collaboration skills:
◊

Practice empathy

Social/Information literacy skills :
◊

Collect, record and verify data

◊

Access information to be informed and inform others

◊

Make connections between various sources of information

Self-Management/ Organization skills
◊

Plan short- and long-term assignments; meet deadlines

Critical thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Gather and organize relevant information to formulate an argument

◊

Draw reasonable conclusions and generalizations

a.

Categorize data into different types

b.

Read information from a bar graph

c.

Read and construct graphs: line, bar, pie

d.

Stem-and-leaf plots

e.

Quartiles

f.

Interquartile Range

g.

Box-and-Whiskers

C - Communicating
D - Applying mathematics in real-life

Grade 7 - Unit 3 - Science
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Balanced forces
The interaction of forces can create a balanced system.
Critical thinking skills:
◊

Draw reasonable conclusions and generalizations

◊

Interpret data

a.

Types of force

b.

Gravity

c.

Magnetism

d.

Resultant force

e.

Balance of forces

f.

Terminal velocity

B - Inquiring and designing
C - Processing and evaluating
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Grade 7 - Unit 4 - Science
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Unbalanced forces
The relationship between unbalanced forces and energy has enabled huge improvements
in technology.
Transfer skills:
◊

Inquire in different contexts to gain a different perspective

a.

Newton’s second law

b.

Work

B - Inquiring and designing
C - Processing and evaluating

Grade 7 - Unit 5 - Science
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Genes
Patterns in human identity that we see around the world are a consequence of both ancestral relationships and environmental influences.
Communication skills:
◊

Use and interpret a range of discipline-specific terms and symbols

◊

Take effective notes in class

a.

DNA

b.

Amino acids

c.

Enzymes

d.

Chromosomes

e.

Consequences of alleles

f.

Gene inheritance

g.

Genetic diseases

A - Knowing and understanding
D - Reflecting on the impacts of science
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Grade 7 - Unit 3 - PHE
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Aesthetics
Individuals can change and refine movement to express personal or cultural beliefs.
Communication skills:
◊

Interpret and use effectively modes of non-verbal communication

Creative thinking skills:
◊
Content:

Assessment criteria:

Create original works and ideas; use existing works and ideas in new ways

Sports choreography
a.

Types and names of dances (Ballet, Jazz, Break dance, round dances, square dances, tango, zumba, saloon dances, freestyle dances)

b.

Rhythm

c.

Phrasing

d.

Timings

B - Planning for performance
C - Applying and performing

Grade 7 - Unit 4 - PHE
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Invasion games
Teams with an understanding of tactics and positioning gain a competitive advantage.
Communication skills:
◊

Use a variety of speaking techniques to communicate with a variety of audiences

Critical thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Practise observing carefully in order to recognise problems

◊

Identify obstacles and challenges

Understanding of tactics on invasion games
a.

Soccer (Movements for different positions, pass and run, crossings, future point
passes, designed movements)

b.

Basketball (Movements for different positions, pick and roll, crossings, box out,
fast break, screen, designed movements)

c.

Capture the flag (Strategies for attacking in group, wall defence, zone defence,
screens, chain savings, deceiving defence)

d.

Handball (Crossings, centre movements, wing movements, pivot movements,
screens and blockings, fast breaks, designed movements

C - Applying and performing
D - Reflecting and improving performance
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Grade 7 - Unit 5 - PHE
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Alternative sports - Adaptive sports
Change is a process of adaptation.
Collaboration skills:
◊

Practise empathy

Critical thinking skills:
◊

Recognise unstated assumptions and bias

Creative thinking skills:
◊
Content:

Assessment criteria:

Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products or processes

How can a disability limit you and your dreams/Creating conditions for people with
disabilities to play games and sports we like
a.

Paralympic sports

b.

Types and classifications of disabilities

c.

Adaptation of games

d.

Disability and respect

B - Planning for performance
C - Applying and performing

Grade 8 - Unit 3 - Portuguese
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:

O Passado Consegue Estar no Futuro? Afrofuturismo e Histórias Tradicionais
Character and narrator’s complexity represents agency and a way a group of people see
themselves to build self.

Skills:

◊

Critical thinking skills

Content:

a.

To understand the idea of diaspora

b.

How to identify diasporic African heritage in contemporary literature/visual arts

c.

Identifying Ioruba based cosmogony and its myths as well as archetypical construction in popular short-stories

d.

The difference between futurism in Fernando Pessoa’s heteronym Álvaro de
Campos and Afrofuturism

e.

Technological vocabulary in “O Caçador Cibernético” by Fabio Cabral

f.

To analyse how the writer’s lexical choices legitimate a group ancestry and
knowledge

g.

How to build meaning by analysing character, narrator and setting construction in
fiction that demonstrate the agency of a group to tell their own story

h.

Types of narrators and their construction of meaning in fiction

i.

Word formation: prefixes, suffixes, derivation by agglutination and juxtaposition

Assessment criteria:

A - Analysing
C - Producing text
D - Using language
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Grade 8 - Unit 4 - Portuguese
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

How original and unique is writing? Intertextuality
The relationship between texts demonstrates the connection of themes and artistic expressions and ways of thinking about the world.
Communication skills:
◊

Critical thinking skills Use intercultural understanding to interpret communication

◊

Use appropriate forms of writing for different purposes and audiences

a.

The relationship and influence that one text has on the other

b.

What intertextuality means.

c.

Types of intertextuality: quote (citação), title (epígrafe), pastiche,parody, paraphrase and translation.

d.

The structure of bricolage in painting as an imagetic intertextuality

e.

Allusion

f.

How to demonstrate repertoire by using intertextuality as a technique in essays

g.

Analyze the effects of meaning resulting from the use of intertextuality mechanisms (references, allusions, taken up) between literary texts, between these
literary texts and other artistic manifestations (cinema, theater, visual and media
arts, music), regarding themes, characters , styles, authors etc., and between the
original text and parodies, paraphrases, pastiches, honest trailer, minute videos,
vidding, among others.

B - Organizing

Grade 8 - Unit 5 - Portuguese
Unit Title:

Censorship in History and Art (Interdisciplinary unit with English,I&S, Visual Arts, Music,
and Spanish)

Statement of inquiry:

Societies in different places and times used different systems to distribute power, which
affects fairness and development.

Skills:

Communication skills:
◊

Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Critical thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Recognise unstated assumptions and bias

◊

Recognise and evaluate propositions

a.

Dictatorship and censorship: context to understand how those social events
reflects upon arts

b.

Recognizing through either language marks or context what is implied meaning
and presupposition in lyrics and narratives

c.

The importance of recognizing the contextualization to understand an idea or fact
expressed in the lyrics

d.

Rhymes and verses building to express an idea or fact

e.

Dictatorship and censorship features subtly presented in literature: “A Droga da
Obediência” - Pedro Bandeira

f.

Dystopia and social topics of discussion

g.

Creative writing techniques - lyrics

h.

Verbal and nominal agreement

C - Producing text
D - Using language

Interdisciplinary
criteria:

A - Evaluating
B - Synthesising
C - Reflecting
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Grade 8 - Unit 4 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

3D - Shapes
Generalizing relationships between measurements can help analyze and generate products, processes and solutions.
Creative thinking skills:
◊

Make guesses, ask “what if” questions and generate testable hypotheses

Transfer skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Combine knowledge, understanding and skills to create products or solutions

a.

Cylinders

b.

Cones

c.

Pyramids

d.

Spheres

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Investigating patterns
D - Applying mathematics in real-life contexts

Grade 8 - Unit 5 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Transformations and symmetry
An understanding of patterns created by forms in space can enhance creativity and help
express beliefs and values.
Communication skills:
◊

Use and interpret a range of discipline-specific terms and symbols

Reflection skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Consider content:

◊

What can I do to become a more efficient and effective learner?

◊

How can I become more flexible in my choice of learning strategies?

◊

What factors are important for helping me learn well?

a.

Rotation

b.

Reflection

c.

Translation

d.

Dilation

e.

Tessellations

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Investigating patterns
C - Communicating
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Grade 8 - Unit 6 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Linear systems
Representing relationships with models can promote and support social entrepreneurship.
Communication skills:
◊

Negotiate ideas and knowledge with peers and teachers

Collaboration skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Help others to succeed

a.

Algebraic equations

b.

Systems of linear equations

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Investigating patterns
D - Applying mathematics in real-life contexts

Grade 8 - Unit 7 - Maths
Unit Title:
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Bivariate data
Modeling the relationship between quantities can highlight what it means to be human.
Research/Media literacy skills:
◊

Locate, organize, analyse, evaluate, synthesise and ethically use information from
a variety of sources and media (including digital social media and online networks)

Self-management/Organization skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Managing time and tasks effectively

◊

Select and use technology effectively and productively

a.

Scatter plots

b.

Line of best fit

c.

Pearson’s correlation coefficient

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Investigating patterns
C - Communicating
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Grade 8 - Unit 3 - Science
Reproduction
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Reproduction
The relationships between specific organisms are affected by their form of reproduction.
Information literacy skills:
◊

Make connections between various sources of information

◊

Collect, record, and verify data

a.

Differences between males and females

b.

Gametes

c.

Fertilization

d.

Sex chromosomes

e.

Sexual and asexual reproduction

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Inquiring and designing
D - Reflecting on the impacts of science

Grade 8 - Unit 4 - Science
Reproduction
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Energy and force
Changes in energy and force drive the basic processes of nature.
Affective skills:
◊

Self-motivation

◊

Emotional management

a.

Magnetism

b.

Magnetic fields

c.

Electric circuits

d.

Energy transfer and transformation

e.

Newton’s laws

f.

Fuels (combustion)

A - Knowing and understanding
B - Inquiring and designing
C - Processing and evaluating
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Grade 8 - Unit 5 - Science
Reproduction
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Heat and Light
Our environment is governed by the behavior of heat and light.
Affective skills:
◊

Self-motivation

◊

Emotional management

a.

Thermal energy

b.

Temperature

c.

Conduction

d.

Radiation

e.

Electromagnetic spectrum

f.

Light behavior

g.

Reflection

B - Inquiring and designing
C - Processing and evaluating

Grade 8 - Unit 1 - Design
Reproduction
Statement of inquiry:

Skills:

Learning to win at invasion games (Interdisciplinary unit with PHE)
Fair play is an essential and central part of successful promotion in both sport and life that
requires communication between differing perspectives where technology can function
as a method to communicate and improve performance.
Communication skills:
◊

Give and receive meaningful feedback

Collaboration skills
◊

Manage and resolve conflict and work collaboratively in teams

Creative thinking skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

◊

Practise flexible thinking — develop multiple opposing, contradictory and complementary arguments

a.

Fair play importance for life and sports

b.

Basic circuits

c.

Knowing what fair play is and how and when to apply it.

d.

How technological devices detect data that only senses can in the organic complex systems

e.

Procedural

f.

Play games and sports using the fair play

g.

Fair play in sports

h.

Doping (Kinds of doping and drugs)

i.

Our body reaction under the effect of performance-enhancing drugs

j.

Cases of doping in sports (Icarus)

A - Inquiring and analysing
B - Developing ideas
C - Creating the solution
D - Evaluating

Interdisciplinary
criteria:

A - Evaluating
B - Synthesising
C - Reflecting
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Grade 8 - Unit 3 - PHE
Reproduction
Statement of inquiry:

Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Learning to win at Invasion Games (Interdisciplinary unit with Design)
Fair play is an essential and central part of successful promotion in both sport and life that
requires communication between differing perspectives where technology can function
as a method to communicate and improve performance.
◊

Knowledge

◊

Communication

◊

Collaboration

◊

Responsability

◊

Building basic electric circuits

a.

Nature of digital images

b.

Image composition

c.

Digital images processing

d.

Bitmap Manipulation

A - Inquiring and analysing
B - Developing ideas
C - Creating the solution
D - Evaluating

Interdisciplinary
criteria:

A - Evaluating
B - Synthesising
C - Reflecting

Grade 8 - Unit 4 - PHE
Reproduction
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Alternative sports - Outdoor sports / Extreme sports
Practicing outdoor/extreme sports/activities require a developing responsibility to yourself and the environment that will lead to safer practise.
Collaboration skills:
◊

Exercise leadership and take on a variety of roles within groups

Affective skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:
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◊

Demonstrate persistence and perseverance

a.

The dangers and the safety procedures of all extreme/outdoor sports and activities.

b.

GPS reading and geological and ecological concepts, like, Map interpretation,
ecosystems, geolocalization.

c.

How to use the safety procedures in a real-life situation.

d.

Orienteering basics and vocabulary

e.

Climbing basics and vocabulary

f.

Respect for nature

g.

Safety materials and appropriate use

h.

Physical conditioning for extreme sports

i.

Limits (for yourself and towards nature)

A - Knowing and understanding

Grade 8 - Unit 5 - PHE
Reproduction
Statement of inquiry:
Skills:

Content:

Assessment criteria:

Aesthetics
Aesthetics routines require a balance of movements concepts and refined movements.
Collaboration skills:
◊

Help others to succeed

◊

Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

◊

Give and receive meaningful feedback

a.

Basic movements from all gymnastic events (Solo, Bars, Ring, Jumps)

b.

Movement refinement

c.

Creation of sequences of movements

B - Planning for performance
C - Applying and performing
D - Reflecting on performance
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The school
Founded in 1980, St. Nicholas is an International
School for pupils from 18 months to 18 years old.
Our students are a mix of Brazilian and many other
nationalities, in a warm and welcoming international
environment. We embrace cultural diversity and help
new families to settle into the community smoothly.
Parents and the school work closely together in
order to ensure that our young people are able to be
confident, knowledgeable, responsible, caring and
capable citizens.
Throughout the curriculum the school offers a
vibrant and innovative education which inspires and
challenges our students to develop a love of learning.
Emphasis is placed on how students learn as well as
what they learn. As a result, our students have the
knowledge, skills and values to cope with a rapidly
changing world.

St. Nicholas School
www.stnicholas.com.br
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